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- order	regarding	con+identiality	and/or	any	other	court	room	restrictions	on	the	use	of	
said	communication	devices)	

- Any	person	bringing	one	of	the	above	items	into	the	building	must	declare	the	item(s)	at	
the	security	checkpoint	and	have	the	item(s)	inspected	by	the	court	security	personnel.	
Any	speci+ic	instructions	for	processing	such	item(s)	shall	be	given	at	that	time.	

- Any	person	attempting	to	bring	communication	devices	into	the	building	contrary	to	
law	or	court	rule	may	be	refused	entry.	Any	item	(which	has	not	been	cleared)	found	in	
the	possession	of	an	entrant	may	be	con+iscated	and	disposed	of	in	a	manner	provided	
by	law.	Further	the	violation	may	result	in	other	legal	action	being	taken,	but	not	limited	
to,	Contempt	of	Court	proceedings.	

WCH	Local	Rule	12.3	Remote	Appearance	

	 The	intent	of	Local	Rule	12.3	is	to	promote	uniformity	in	the	practices	and	procedures	
related	to	remote	appearances	in	cases	where	such	an	appearance	is	permitted	by	these	rules,	
court	order,	statute,	or	other	rules	of	court.		“Remote”	is	de+ined	as	the	use	of	live	two-way	video	or	
audio	technology.		Notwithstanding	any	other	provisions	of	this	Rule,	a	judge	may	order	a	party’s	
appearance	in	Court	for	any	conference,	hearing	or	proceeding.	
	 Remote	appearances	shall	be	permitted	upon	written	request	24	hours	in	advance	upon	the	
approval	of	the	Judge	with	the	exception	of	emergencies.	

(A)Telephone	Appearances.	The	Court	may	conduct	conferences,	hearings,	and	proceedings	via	
telephone	with	attorneys	and	unrepresented	parties	in	accordance	with	the	Hearing	
Management	Plan	set	forth	in	Division	(F)	of	this	Rule.	
(1) All	evidentiary	proceedings	involving	a	telephone	appearance	must	be	recorded	and	

reported	to	the	same	extent	as	if	the	participants	had	appeared	in	person.	
(2) The	Court	may	specify	the	time	and	the	person	who	will	initiate	the	conference	and	any	

other	matter	or	requirement	necessary	to	accomplish	or	facilitate	the	telephone	
appearance.	

(3) Upon	convening	a	conference,	hearing	or	proceeding	involving	a	telephone	appearance,	
the	court	shall	recite	the	date,	time,	case	number,	names	and	locations	of	parties	and	
counsel,	and	the	type	of	conference,	hearing	or	proceeding.	

(4) The	Court	may	require	a	party	to	appear	in	person,	including	video	conferencing,	at	a	
conference,	hearing	or	proceeding	in	which	a	telephone	appearance	is	otherwise	
permitted	if	the	Court	determines	a	personal	appearance	would	materially	assist	in	the	
determination	or	effective	management	or	resolution	of	the	particular	case.	



(5) If	at	any	time	during	a	conference,	hearing	or	proceeding	conducted	by	telephone,	the	
Court	determines	a	personal	appearance,	including	video	conferencing,	is	necessary,	the	
Court	may	continue	the	matter	and	require	a	personal	appearance.	

(B)Video	Conferencing.





(F)	Hearing	Management	Plan.		The	Court	may	conduct	conferences,	hearings,	and	
proceedings	in	the	following	manner	unless	for	good	cause	shown:	

In	Person:	 A	hearing	is	conducted	where	the	Court	and	all	participants	appear	physically	
in	the	same	location.	
Video:		 A	hearing	is	conducted	using	BIS	Digital	where	the	Court	and	all	participants	
appear	remotely	or	where	1	or	more	of	participants	appear	remotely.	
Telephonic:	 A	hearing	is	conducted	where	the	Court	and	all	participants	appear	using	a	
telephone	or	where	1	or	more	participants	appear	using	a	telephone.	
Hybrid:	 A	hearing	is	conducted	using	a	combination	of	any	of	the	above-listed	
appearance	types,	(e.g.	the	Court	appears	in	person	in	the	courtroom	and	the	remaining	
participants	appear	via	BIS	Digital.	
WCH	Local	Rule	13.1	Deposition	Testimony	and	Evidence	

	 In	accordance	with	Sup	R	13	and	the	Ohio	Civil	Rules.	
WCH	Local	Rule	14.1	Declaration	of	Judicial	Emergency	

Type In	Person Video Telephone Hybrid
Arraignments X X X
Plea X X X
Pretrial X X X X
Review/Status X X X X
Evidentiary X X X
Sentencing X X X
Post	Convictions X
Motion	
Hearings

X X X X

TrafPic	
Proceedings

X X X

Civil	
Proceedings

X X X

Administrative	
Proceedings

X X X X



	 In	accordance	with	Sup	R	14	and	pursuant	to	the	court’s	authority	{R.C.	1901.021	
1(A),	1907.111(A),	2301.011(A)	and	2501.04(A)}	the	court	may	issue	an	order	authorizing	
the	court	to	operate	out	of	a	temporary	location.

















- Must	contain	reasonable	facts	and	documentation	to	support	a	continuance.	
- Continuances	are	with	the	sound	discretion	of	the	court.	
WCH	Local	Rules	57.1	Paper	Filings	and	Judgement	Entries	

	 All	papers	offered	for	9ilings	with	the	court	shall	be	typewritten	or	legibly	printed	in	
ink	on	eight	and	one-half	by	eleven-inch	paper.	All	9ilings	shall	have	1.5”	spacing	
between	lines,	9irst	line	indentation,	12pt	font	and	adequate	spacing	for	all	electronic	
signatures.	
	 Original	documents	attached	or	offered	as	exhibits	and	of9icial	court	forms	supplied	
by	the	Clerk	are	exempt	from	the	requirements	of	this	rule.		The	Clerk	shall	accept	only	
legible	copies	of	documents	attached	to	pleadings	and	motions.	
	 If	unreported	opinions	are	cited,	copies	of	the	opinions	shall	be	attached	to	the	
briefs	or	memoranda	and	shall	be	furnished	to	opposing	counsel.		Failure	to	do	so	may	
be	grounds	for	striking	the	pleading.	
	 Counsel	for	the	party	in	whose	favor	an	order	or	judgment	is	rendered	shall	prepare	
the	proposed	judgement	entry	and	submit	the	original	to	the	court	with	a	copy	to	
counsel	for	the	opposing	party	in	accordance	with	Sup	R	57(F).	
	 All	criminal	and	traf9ic	judgments	and	orders	of	this	court	shall	be	entered	on	the	
journals	of	the	court	as	of	the	date	the	said	judgments	were	announced	by	the	court.	
WCH	Local	Rule	58.1	Deposit	of	Court	Costs	
	 Fees	and	costs	shall	be	as	prescribed	by	the	court,	by	court	order.		All	costs	and	
deposits	shall	be	delivered	to	and	disbursed	by	the	Clerk.	
	 On	motion	of	the	opposing	party	or	at	the	request	of	the	of9icer	of	the	court,	and	if	
satis9ied	that	the	deposit	speci9ied	is	insuf9icient,	the	court	may	require	said	deposit	to	
be	increased	from	time	to	time	so	as	to	secure	all	costs	that	my	accure	in	the	cause.		If	
such	security	is	not	given	after	reasonable	notice,	the	court	shall	dismiss	the	action	if	
before	judgment	or	shall	dismiss	the	proceeding	if	after	judgment.	
WCH	Local	R59.1	–	80.1	Reserved	

WCH	Local	R81.1-89.1	Language	Services	

	 All	language	services	provided	by	the	court	shall	be	in	accordance	with	Sup.	R.	81-89	
and	all	the	subsections	within.	
	 The	court	offers	forms	that	have	been	translated	into	other	languages	when	
available.		These	forms	are	available	in	the	clerk’s	of9ice.	



WCH	LOCAL	R90.1-94.1	Reserved	



WCH Local R95.1 Notifying Law Enforcement Agencies of Mental Illness 

The court shall use Form 95 to provide required notifications. 

WCH Local R96.l Forms for Sealing or Expungement of or Restricting Public Access to 
Court Records 

The comt shall use forms 96-Al through 96- G3. 

WCH Local R97.1 - 98.1 Reserved 

WCH Local Rule 99.1 Effective Date 

Except as otherwise provided, these Local Rules shall take effect on Februaiy I, 2025, 
and shall govern all proceedings in actions brought on or after the effective date and to further 
proceedings in actions then pending, except to the extent that application in a particular pending 
action would not be feasible or would work and injustice, in which case the former procedure 
applies. 

Amendments shall take effect as adopted after the comt provides appropriate notice and an 
oppottunity to comment on the proposed rule. If the court determines that there is an immediate 
need for the rule, the court may adopt the rule without prior notice and oppmiunity for comment, 
but promptly shall afford notice and oppmtunity for comment. 
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Case	Management	in	Criminal	Cases	

(A)Scheduling	of	Events	

1. Criminal	scheduling	beings	at	arraignment.	In	all	domestic	violence,	assault	and	stalking	
cases,	the	defendant	shall	personally	appear	for	purposes	of	entering	a	plea,	
establishing	bond	and	determining	whether	a	temporary	protection	order	shall	issue.	

2. The	Court	shall	initially	assign	the	case	to	trial	or	pretrial	conferences	at	the	court’s	
discretion	at	the	arraignment.	Dates	so	assigned	are	subject	to	continuance,	status	
change,	or	other	modiBication	by	the	court	to	reasonably	accommodate	an	appearance	
of	counsel	in	any	case	or	a	timely	Biled	jury	demand	under	the	Ohio	Criminal	Rules	of	
Procedure.	Re-Scheduling	shall	occur	by	motion	request	to	the	court	through	the	
assignment	commissioner’s	ofBicer.	

3. Any	case	set	for	pretrial	conference	shall	be	conducted	in	accordance	with	Criminal	Rule	
17.1and	shall	conclude	with	a	written	pretrial	agreement	using	a	form	approved	by	the	
court,	setting	forth	and	pleas	offered	by	the	State	and	the	time	frame	that	the	plea	offer	
remains	open.	A	request	for	pretrial	conference	tolls	any	applicable	speedy	trial	
requirement.	Generally,	the	court	does	not	set	pretrial	conferences	for	minor	
misdemeanors,	however,	upon	request	and	for	good	cause	shown,	the	court	may	choose	
to	do	so.	

4. As	in	civil	cases,	any	motion	in	a	criminal	case	shall	be	in	writing,	accompanied	by	a	
memorandum	in	support	and	an	entry	reBlecting	the	decision	sought	by	the	court.	The	
Ohio	Criminal	Rules	of	Procedure	shall	control	all	applicable	time	frames	for	Biling	
motions.	

5. Cases	not	resolved	at	pretrial	conference	or	at	subsequently	scheduled	pretrial	
conference	shall	be	assigned	a	court	trial	date,	depending	on	whether	a	valid	assigned	a	
Binal	pretrial	date	to	discuss	any	Binal	plea	negotiations,	jury	instructions	and	any	
evidentiary	matters	of	particular	note.		At	a	Binal	pretrial,	trial	counsel	and	the	
defendant	shall	appear	and	all	plea	negotiations	shall	be	Binalized	on	that	date.	Any	case	
not	resolved	in	that	date	shall	either	be	resolved	by	trial,	plea	to	the	original	charge	or	
charges	or	by	dismissal	by	the	State	of	Ohio.	No	further	plea	negotiations	resulting	in	an	
amendment	of	the	charges	shall	occur	after	the	Binal	pretrial	date.	

6. When	a	jury	demand	has	been	timely	Biled	or	when	a	jury	is	required	by	law,	the	case	
shall	be	set	for	a	pre-jury	trial	hearing	in	no	less	than	two	(2)	weeks	prior	to	the	
schedule	trial	date.	This	hearing	shall	be	conducted	on	open	court	for	the	beneBit	of	the	
presiding	Judge	and	for	the	purpose	of	updating	discovery,	narrowing	of	issues,	
considering	prospective	jury	charges,	and	any	other	evidentiary	issues.	The	Prosecuting	



attorney,	defense	counsel,	complainant	and/or	arresting	ofBicer	and	defendant	shall	be	
present	for	this	hearing.		

7. Plaintiff	and	Defendant	both	shall	Bile	proposed	jury	instructions	one	week	prior	to	the	
scheduled	Jury	Trial.
























































































































































